You Are Invited To Sit With Us Al Amana Centre Hospitality
A couple of years back Al Amana Centre hosted a small group of religious
leaders from a country where Christians and Muslims do not normally interact with each other. There might
even be situations where some religious leaders are not willing to engage
with each other publically, because
their communities might not see that
positively. They are afraid that there
might be someone in their communities
who is planting seeds of distrust and
spreading wrong information about the
meetings and possible so-called hidden
agendas of “the other”. At that time Al
Amana Centre was able to provide hospitality to this group of religious leaders
from Christian and Muslim backgrounds
and provide them with the possibility to
sit together, walk together and eat together for few days. This encounter
was something they were not able to do
in their own context, but after having
the opportunity in Oman, they could
continue their collaboration for peace
and mutual understanding after returning home. It was a life changing event
for them.
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from their daily challenges and it were
possible for them to sit down.
Al Amana Centre wants to accompany
those religious communities. We want
to sit with them, eat with them and talk
with them. For this reason, we are not
only developing our programmatic portfolio, but we have also redecorated the
Centre a little bit. We have brought in a
large majlis where our guests can sit.
Majlis (Arabic , )مجلسis literally “a place
of sitting” and it is being used for different occasions – both official and unofficial. It is very common to use it for
special social gatherings where people
come together, spend time and talk. It
can also mean the place where guests
are received.

I think this is more important than we
assume in the world today. There
needs to be places where you are well
received, you are taken care of and you
can engage with other people who are
willing to dialogue with you and others.
There needs to be safe spaces where
you can trust people you are talking
with. You do not have to agree about
Such work becomes more and more everything when you are in the majlis,
important in the world today. As we but you need to respect one another.
speak, religious communities are affected by conflicts, distrust and even vio- This all means you are also vulnerable
lent encounters. At Al Amana Centre when entering such a space. Therewe have been thinking for the last year, fore, Al Amana Centre wants to accomof how can we support such religious pany our guests while they are here. Al
communities, Christian, Muslim and Amana Centre staff want to accompany
others alike, in their endeavors for more our guests not only for a visit here in
peaceful communities. Therefore, we Oman but to be together with them
are looking more intentionally at the when they go back home. We are still
possibilities to support religious com- in the process of learning how to do
munities in their respective processes.
that most effectively and we are confident that we will be able to provide supAs the example above suggests, some- port to our partners in the future.
times what religious communities need
is a safe space where they can concen- When you enter such a place of diatrate on talking about their pressing logue, you need to be certain that you
issues. This is more the case in situa- are received well and you are safe in
tions where churches and other reli- your communication with others in the
gious communities are living in the same space. This might need some
midst of conflict or distress and would facilitation. We are happy to provide
benefit from having a short time away this together. As you can see later in

Rev. Aaro Rytkönen
Executive Director
this newsletter, we have received a
new colleague, Rev. Jeffrey Bos
who has been bringing Muslims,
Christians and Hindus together in
Bangladesh for many years and
will be of a great help for Al Amana
Centre in the future.
Finally, this all needs long-term
commitment. We need to commit
ourselves into accompanying partners who are willing to take this
path. We need to be walking with
those who are committed to work
with their fellow Christians and
fellow Muslims in their own communities and support their own
communities in living peacefully
together.
As we commit ourselves and our
organization long-term, we ask all
of you as our supporters to commit
yourselves for the cause as well. If
you want to have a concrete way to
show
that,
please
visit
www.alamanacentre.org/donate
Many times you hear here in Oman
a saying: “Step by Step”. We are
processing here step by step and it
has been encouraging how much
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such work is resonating in our partners’
thinking. During the next years we will,
God willing, host many groups who are
looking for a safe space for their own
intra- or interfaith discussions and reflections. We are asking for your prayers to
accompany us on our journey.
Yours in Hospitality,

Aaro

The Majlis at Al Amana Centre

Al Amana Centre Staff
Rev. Justin Meyers, Rev. Jeffrey Bos, Rev. Aaro Rytkonen, Tony Abraham, Catherine Armstrong
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Introducing Rev. Jeffrey Bos
As my first contribution to Al Amana Newsletter, allow me
to briefly introduce myself. I am an ordained pastor in the
Christian Reformed Church of North America. I completed
my studies at Calvin College and Seminary. Prior to joining
the Al Amana Centre, I spent nearly fifteen years in Dhaka,
Bangladesh where I served on the faculty of the College of
Christian Theology Bangladesh, as both the Director of
Academics and the Dean of Research and Resource Development (2001-2017). As I transitioned to the Al Amana
Center, I had the opportunity to hold a position as Scholarin-Residence at Calvin Theological Seminary in Grand
Rapids, Michigan (2017-2018). I am also a doctoral candidate at Gonzaga University. Under the mentorship of Father David Burrell (Emeritus Professor at the University of
Notre Dame), I am inquiring into the ways Muslims, Christians, and Hindus in Bangladesh are learning together
through experiences of interreligious dialogue, modeled
after the practice of Scriptural Reasoning.
I bring my passion for thinking through dialogue with friends
to the Al Amana Centre. In a world plagued by division,
alienation and injustice, dialogue among friends and a willingness to learn from others, inspired by Jesus' call not to
slavery but to friendship, offers the hope of transforming
relationships and a vision for religious education. I am
Rev. Jeffrey Bos
moved by how we can renew our Christian presence and
witness in view of the ways that pluralism, religiosity and
secularism are reshaping the contexts in which Christians
I arrived here in August with my wife, Melissa and three
articulate their witness.
children. Hopefully by the time this article goes to print we
Oman is an incredible country. While not as green as the will be settled in to our new home, school, and work in
jungles of Bangladesh, the desert is filled with life and di- Muscat. God willing, we will also be proud holders of
versity. Oman is wild place, unlike any I have seen, where Omani residence cards. When I am not in the office, I
persons from around the world live together – Omanis, enjoy fly fishing, trekking, biking, skiing, snorkeling, and
Bangladeshis, Indians, Pakistanis, Philippinos to mention a hanging out with my wife, Melissa, and our three children
few. It is also a safe place to learn about engaging persons in the wild places of Oman. When we are not in Oman,
of other religious traditions in a way that challenges us to our family home is in the Cascade Mountains of Washingthink more deeply about our own tradition and faith. Oman ton state. In the upcoming year, I look forward to exploris unique in many ways, and I am excited to join the team ing Oman, learning the culture and language, and making
friends.
at the Al Amana Centre.
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Parables
When he was alone, those who were around him
along with the twelve asked him about the parables. And he said to them, ‘To you has been given
the secret of the kingdom of God, but for those
outside, everything comes in parables;
in order that
“they may indeed look, but not perceive,
and may indeed listen, but not understand;
so that they may not turn again and be forgiven.”
Mark 4:10-12 NRSV
I recently completed a two-week trip to the US. Among
other things, I visited our partner colleges, a few churches, New Brunswick Theological Seminary, and Princeton
University. One of the main goals of these trips back to
the United States is to tell stories about Oman and the
work of Al Amana Centre. I like to tell our stories. The
stories of Al Amana Centre, deeply need to be heard. I
believe that our stories have the power to heal and transform and that they have the ability to break through
where facts and figures about Islam and Muslims may fall
on deaf ears.
Growing up, I always took the passage from Mark as a
condemnation. I took it to mean that Jesus spoke in parables to keep those “not chosen” in the dark. (I grew up
in a church that taught predestination.) But one of the
things I have learned through reading the Bible and the
Quran with Muslims and Christians from around the world
is that at times we need to look at our presuppositions
when reading Scripture. I was reading the Bible when I
came across this passage, and my previous understanding struck me as not “feeling” quite right. I know the power of stories and I use them to enlighten and to encourage. Why wouldn’t Jesus do the same?
I did what I was taught in Seminary – I went back to the
Greek. There is some ambiguity in the word translated
as “in order that.” It can also mean “because.” Jesus
could be saying “I tell stories because they look and cannot perceive.”
This would make sense with my experience, that people
often can’t see the truth until they hear a story. For example, during my trip to the U.S. I was invited to preach
at a church in NJ. Before the service I met with a Bible
study class to talk about our work in Oman. After I was
finished telling a few stories a woman spoke up and said,
“Here I was thinking that you were brave bringing your
family to Oman, but Oman sounds safer than most of the
US.” She had looked Oman up on a map. She may
have even have done a brief web search. She saw, but
did not perceive that Oman could be a safe place for my
family. My stories opened eyes to her something Google
could not.
After wrestling with the Greek for a bit, I did something
else that they taught me in Seminary, I look at different
translations of the Bible. While many were very similar to
the NRSV, this one from the paraphrase, The Message
by Eugene Peterson, stuck out:

When they were off by themselves, those who
were close to him, along with the Twelve, asked
about the stories. He told them, “You’ve been given insight into God’s kingdom—you know how it
works. But to those who can’t see it yet, everything
comes in stories, creating readiness, nudging them
toward receptive insight. These are people—
“Whose eyes are open but don’t see a thing,
Whose ears are open but don’t understand a word,
Who avoid making an about-face and getting forgiven.”
Mark 4:10-12 The Message – by Eugene Peterson
I wasn’t alone in seeing this passage a something other
than a condemnation! It resonated with me that Jesus, a
man of utmost compassion, wouldn’t condemn people but
do everything he could to help them see the reality of
God. Stories here weren’t a condemnation but an act of
hope that even people who are blind and deaf to the truth
might come to know it.
There is still work I need to do in working with this passage of Scripture. For the meantime, it has given me
encouragement that we need to continue to tell stories
about how Muslims, Christians, people of any faith, or
even no faith, can live, work, pray, and dialogue together.
The stories that we tell will hopefully create readiness in
others to engage their neighbors and show love to those
who hold a different view of God and the world.
Peace

Justin

If you would like to give towards the
work of Al Amana Centre, contact
us at:
info@alamanacentre.org
and we will direct you towards the
appropriate channels.
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